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The recent lecturs delivered by Joliot-Curie on the occaslon of
the Tiftieth anniversary of the discovery of radiocactivity
produced a general imprsssion of maleise. Jollot launched into
an anti-American argument, violently ecriticizing the Bikini
experiments which were aimed, he said, at tesrrorizing the world
by demcnstreting that Amerlca was the strongest natlon. This
incursion into an eztra-scilentific field was severely commented upon
by several personalities in the audience. It was thought that
Jollot-Curie had thus clearly demonstrated his ideological ties
with the Soviets, and the fact that the Iigh Commissioner of
Atomlc Energy has stepped out .of hils role 1s causling a certain
anxiety. Milltary clrcles, which were represented by the leaders
of the Ecole Polytechnique were particularly shocked by Jollot's
remarks., Broadly spesking, a certain hostility against Jollot
and his entourage has become more apparent in sclentific milieux
and all the move openly silnce the recent progress of antl-
Communism, The Joliot-Langevin clan, so powerful in the past, hss
today lost much of 1ts Influence, particularly with the Academie
des Sciences. In the event of the Communists being excluded from
the new government, measures would shortly be taken to replace
Joliot and part of his Seam, '

Irene Curle ls undeubtedly more dynemlc politically than her
husband. She has remained faithful to the ideas of her motheyr
who was a nihiliast when she came to Frence, and very soon
pelarized around herself sclentists of the sxtreme~left such asg
Professors Langevin and Jean Perrin, Rumor has it that Irene
Curle 1s, in fact, the daughter of Jean Perrin. Irsne Curiets
marriage to Prederic Jollot was arranged by Perrin, and she has
been a member of the Communist Party for a very long times. Perrin
1s partly responsible for Joliot's succeasful career. For lnstance,
Perrin's extreme attachment to the Curies prompted him to request,
whille he was a member of the Nobel Committee, the Nobel Prize for
Joliot for his discovery of artificial redioactivity. Jellot did
get the prize but bad to share it with Chadwick whe had discovered
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the "neutron". This division irritsted Perrin immensely but
Joliot was launched, and his wifefs political connections
gave him a free and well-orchestrated publlicity from the
 Gommunists. Irene Joliot-~Curie is a fanatic. According to
Godorovsky, who 1s on the steff of Polytechnique, and who
worked before the war in Joliotbt's laboratories, if one neasures
Joliot's sclentiflc value at one hundred, Irene Curle can be
glven one. But thls inforiority 1s largely ccmpensated by
other qualltles. She is in charge of recrulting all personnel
and organizes the various services, She is the one who pushed
Jollot into the Communlst Party. She has an enormous influence
on her husband. Several times Irene Curie has refused to hire
research workers or students in her laboratories on the
pretoxt that they dld not offer sufficient political guarantees.
A glrl student was told openly that she could not be used since
she was not a momber of the Cormunist Party.
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